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By Paul Good 

Special to The Washington Post 

HAZARD, Ky., Aug. 26- 
Are Federal tax dollars paid 
to antipoverty workers sub- 
sidizing sedition in Ken- 
tucky? 

Or is grass-roots resist- 
ance to the strip-mining op- 
erations of powerful absen- 
tee interests really the issue 
in the latest controversy to 
wrack this poverty-bound 
mountain country? 

These questions have 
more than regional interest 
as the Office of Economic 
Opportunity is charged with 
harboring personnel who 
have participated in big 
city riots and spread social 
dissension in rural areas. 

On Aug. 18, OEO director 
Sargent Shriver supplied an 
equivocal answer by cutting 
off all funds tff Appalachian 
Volunteers in Kentucky af- 


ter a Pike County prosecu- 
tor there arrested a Volun- 
teer on sedition charges. 
The suspension, effective 
Sept. 1, was made tehcnical- 
ly at the request of Ken- 
tucky Democratic Gov. Ed- 
ward T. Breathitt, 
i (The Volunteers are a 
private group working with 
mountain poor in Kentucky, 
Virginia, West Virginia and 
Tennessee. The group was 
allocated more than $1 mil- 
lion by OEO in fiscal 1967, 
most of it to train VISTA 
corps workers. Many of 
VISTA’s volunteers work in 
Pike County, one of the 
poorest in Appalachia with 
a 10 per cent unemployment 
J rate and per capita income 
around $1000 a year. Nearly 
a quarter of the residents 
have less than a fourth- 
grade education and a fifth 
of the families use Federal 
food stamps.) 

Pike County Prosecuting 


Attorney Thomas Ratliff 
raided the home of, A. G. 
Mulloy, confiscating what 
he called “communistic ma- 
terial” on which he based 
the sedition charges. The 
material included short 
stories by Pushkin, the 
poems of Mao Tse-tung and 
“Catch-22,” a novel by Jo- 
seph Heller. 

Ratliff, former head of 
the Independent Coal Oper- 
ators Association and Repub- 
lican candidate for lieu- 
tenant governor this fall; 
told reporters that material 
found in this and a compan- 
ion raid on another home 
also included instructions on 
■how to fight guerrilla wars. 
Books in Mulloy’s library 
that Ratliff left untouched 
included Barry Gold water’s 
“The Conscience of a Con- 
servative” and John Storm- 
er’s “None Dare Call It 
Treason.” 

An interesting chronology 


of events with economic and 
political overtones preceded 
the sedition charges. Loom- 
ing over the developments 
are the strip mining oper- 
ations of coal field owners. 

Strip mining is a modern 
technique enabling opera- 
tors to rake the coal from 
the base of mountain sides 
with giant machines req,uir- 
few workmen and yielding 
better returns than conven- 
tional deep-pit mining. The 
multi-million dollar industry 
is largely absentee-owned by 
companies such as U.S. Steel 
and Ford, which pay virtual- 
ly no state or county taxes. 
Eventually strip mining 
leaves the land bare of trees 
and creates desolate scars 
running from mountain to 
mountain, mile on mile. 

It also causes landslides 
of earth and slag that de- 
vastate woodland, pollute 
streams and threaten the 
existence of farms in hoi- 


a Poverty Program 


lows at the foot of moun- 
tains. Farm owners who de- 
cades ago sold mineral 
rights assuming conven- 
tional mining would be car- 
ried out united in" protest. 
They formed the thousand- 
member Appalachian Group 
to Save the Land and Peo- 
ple and were widely sup- 
ported by the Appalachian 
Volunteers. 

Other mountain men this 
summer protested by dy- 
namiting a $300,000 coal 
shovel and shooting up 
equipment. In June a Pike 
County farmer, Jink Ray, 
and his neighbors lay in 
front of bulldozers to halt 
operations of the Puritan 
Coal Co. The Company ob- 
tained an injunction against 
them from the Pike County 
Circuit Court and this is 
where the present chron- 
ology begins. 

• In July, Gov. Breathitt 


temporarily suspended the 
Puritan strip mining per- 
mit, pending investigation. 
Breathitt had taken a po- 
litical risk by antagonizing 
big coal interests in 1966 
when he backed the state’s 
first Strip Mine Control 
Law, which limited the 
steepness of slopes that 
could be stripped and or- 
dered land reclamation on 
other slopes. 

• On Aug. 1 the Kentucky 
State Department of Nat- 
ural Resources permanently 
revoked the Puritan permits 
in Pike County, the first 
time in the state’s history 
such action was taken. 

• On Aug. 12, Prosecutor 
Ratliff arrested Mulloy in a 
midnlight raid and also 
picked up Mr. and Mrs. A1 
McSurely, field workers for 
the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund (SCEF). 
SCEF has long been charged 


With communism by South- 
ern officials. Its interracial 
membership ranges from 
moderate ministers to rad- 
ical political thinkers. It has 
no official connection to 
the -Appalachian Volunteers. 
Ratliff’s running mate, GOP 
gubernatorial candidate 
Louie Nunn, has vowed to 
run SCEF and other “sub- 
versives” out of Kentucky. 

• On Aug. 18, Shriver 
■acted on Breathitt’s request 
to cut Appalachian Volun- 
teer funds. This was done 
without notifying AV direct- 
or Milton Ogle and without 
a hearing for Mulloy. 

Ratliff denied that his 
raids were politically moti- 
vated by Nunn’s campaign 
promises or done at the be- 
hest of coal mine operators 
incensed over the Puritan 
permit revocation. He called 
these “smear charges” and 
said that among confiscated 


materials was a “narrative ! 
on ways to get into the gov- : 
ernment’s antipoverty pro- 
gram and take advantage of 
the money available through 
the program. 

“Every piece of evidence 
we have,” he said, “points 
to just one objective — to 
stir up dissension and create 
turmoil among the poor.” 



